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LAKES AND SWAMPS CLUNES AND TALBOT REGION, SATURDAY 7'" MAY 
2011 


Seven members set off on a rather crisp morning (2 degrees overnight in 
Ballarat) to explore the wetland areas near Clunes and Talbot. Our 
excursion was led by Greg Binns. We drove out along the Learmonth 
Road and turned off to the right to view the wild life at Donavans Swamp. 


JUNE 2011 


Donavans swamp is on private land and had very abundant bird life 
approximately twenty five years ago. Greg told us that you would often 
see twenty swans and some glossy ibises in one look through the 
binoculars. About twenty years ago an enormous dam was constructed and 
water flow to the swamp greatly reduced. In addition to this, swampy 
areas have been drained so that the land can be used to support a dairy 
farm. Over the last decade or so the drought has meant there was little 
water in the swamp. 


After the extensive rains last year and early this year the swamps and lakes 
of this region are now all very full. 


As we arrived at Donavans Swamp two crested pigeons and four corellas 
were sighted from the car. The air was distinctly chill despite the weak 
sunshine. When we climbed out of the cars we observed black swans, 
black duck, grey teal, coots, swamp hens and austral grebes. A Royal 
Spoonbill was observed flying overhead and a few male chestnut teal were 
observed in the corner of the big dam. Two shelduck were seen on the end 
of a spit. Willy wagtails, two mudlarks, welcome swallows and a white — 
faced heron were also observed. Beyond the dam behind the tussocks a 
couple of adult black swans and six cygnets appeared. We drove a bit 
further up the road to a more elevated position. We saw 200-300 chestnut 
and grey teal on the opposite bank of the dam. We thought they may have 
been refugees from the duck hunters as they took off, circling in the air 
when we drove up. The teal landed further back in the swampy area 


beyond the dam near the tussocks. Little ravens were heard and also 
observed. 


After fixing up a buzzing electric fence we left the dam and turned up 
Huckers Road. We saw a magpie and three masked lapwings from the car. 
We stopped to observe a dam (originating from Coghills Creek) 1n the 
vicinity of the Addington-Coghills Creek Road. This road was covered by 
700-800 cm of water on 15" January this year. The dam which had been 
full to overflowing then was now low as the wall of the dam had been 
breached. Very few birds were observed. We only saw what appeared to 
be a mudlark, a straw-necked ibis and a pair of masked lapwings. There 
was a pleasant zinging of insects and the distant call of ravens. 


We drove to Clunes and after a brief stop we continued up the Newstead 
Road a little way. We went along flat plains and saw a ring of what used 
to be ancient volcanoes. After passing the shooting range and going over 
the river we arrived at the Clunes Swamp (this one is known as Middle 
Swamp, the first Swamp appears to have been drained). 


Photo - Carol Hall 


The highlight of our time at Middle Swamp was the sighting of two 
magnificent Wedge-tailed eagles in the grass of the paddock feeding on 
something. (Perhaps a dead rabbit or lamb.) They were close to the road 
and we had an excellent view of them before they flew off as we arrived. 
We observed a white-faced heron flying near the swamp and closer to 
hand on the roadside grass there was a little blue grass butterfly. 


Some distance away, to the left of our vantage point, a farmer was 
scarifying his paddock and there were silver gulls and a large flock of 
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magpies near the machinery, presumably scavenging food brought to the 
surface. 


A different form of the Helichrysum sp was found to be flowering in the 
erass on the roadside verge. There were lovely Red River gums 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 1n the swamp which was very full of water. 
There were some smaller younger gums regenerating. Brolgas used to be 
sighted here but we did not see any today. 


Other birds seen were black swans, coots, a grebe sp, and three black 
ducks. The light made identification difficult. A raven was seen in one of 
the red river gums and starlings were seen to the left of this tree. We drove 
a very short distance up on the rise. A small flock of Corellas was seen 
flying near the swamp and two wedge tailed eagles took off from the 
branches of a large Red river gum on the rise. The eagles circled around 
with some of the small flock of Corellas before flying right away. The 
water of the swamp must have been quite deep as the black swans were 
tipping right upside down to feed. Twenty years ago there was just a little 
bit of a swamp and lots of vegetation such as reeds and sedges. The ducks 
were too far away to identify. A Willy wagtail was observed on the fence. 


We drove on to Merin Merin Game Reserve. Birds observed were coots, 
Australasian grebes, a hoary headed grebe, two ravens, welcome 
swallows, corellas, a female red rumped parrot (observed in half dead red 
river gum in water); we heard gun shots. No doubt this accounted for the 
low numbers of birds seen. We heard red wattle birds. We drove to the top 
of the rise and saw lots of coots in the swamp and also some swamp hens 
on an old swan’s nest; dusky wood swallows swooped around. 


We proceeded on to our lunch spot and sat up wind to avoid the aromas of 
a decomposing sheep. A pathway had been cut through the Phalarus grass 
to the swamp. The hunter’s had left evidence of their slaughter by way of 
wings and feathers. (Wing of Shelduck and feathers possibly from a straw 
necked ibis.) John observed a pair of eastern rosellas and white plumed 
honeyeaters before he departed from the excursion. A whistling kite was 
seen in the air beyond the red gums. 


After lunch we walked to the swamp. The water level of the swamp was 
very high. There used to be a dam, the boundaries of which were difficult 
to perceive as the perimeter was surrounded by water. We saw wire weed 
and lesser loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolia) growing on the on the 
eround. The loosestrife has been responsible for the deaths of hundreds of 
stock. We observed a pair of white ibis. Previously spoonbills, cormorants, 
and nankeen night herons have been observed here. All the reeds and 
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sedges were covered by the very high levels of water. A spring excursion 
was proposed as the birds will return when the water levels reduce and 
the aquatic plants can grow again. Three quails were seen flying 
overhead. Three white plumed honeyeaters were seen flitting around a 
half submerged fence. These honeyeaters are often associated with red 
river gums. 


As we departed the Merin Merin swamp, some red rumped parrots flew 
up from the track. On our way to Talbot a black faced cuckoo shrike was 
seen perched on a fence post. About half a dozen Willy wagtails were 
seen near a flock of sheep and an unidentified raptor flew up from the 
erass by the side of the road. Mt Cameron was seen on our left and 
roadside plants included Manna gums, (Eucalyptus viminalis), hedge 
wattles, yellow gums (Eucalyptus leucoxylon) box gums, cherry ballart 
(Exocarpus sp), and mistletoes. 


A flock of six choughs was seen. A little further on after passing through 
Talbot we arrived at our last destination: Talbot Reservoir. 


We drove down Severino Rd to the Talbot Reservoir. What a beautiful 
ethereal sight we beheld when we arrived at the shore of the reservoir! 
The walk to the reservoir started with a stand of magnificent yellow gums 
(Eucalyptus leucoxylon). The lake itself was very full and the reflections 
in the water of the young and dead red river gums (Eucalyptus 


camaldulensis) were beautiful. Beyond the lake we saw wind turbines on 
the hills. 


Other plant species seen were Acacia paradoxa, Dionella admixta (Black 
lily) and a brown rusty coloured small toadstool. The younger red gums 
had died due to excessive water logging. Kangaroo tracks were seen in 
the mud by the edge of the dam. Birds observed were Eurasian coots, 
great crested grebe and teal which were difficult to identify but were 
probably grey teal. A group of about ten magpies was seen flying around 
the pine trees on the other side of the lake. The calls of the Red wattle 
bird and the Australian raven were heard. (The call of this raven trails 
away.) The dearth of birds seen was attributed to high water levels and 
hunting of birds. 


On our return journey through Evansfield a brown falcon was seen on a 
fence near the base of wind turbines. Some yellow—tailed black cockatoos 
were seen near Waubra. 


Margaret Thomas 


DESERT TRACKS 
SPEAKER: ELIZABETH THURGOOD 


Elizabeth and Denis Thurgood, club members, have made many trips 
around inland Australia. Elizabeth, assisted by Denis, gave a wide ranging 
presentation of these adventurous travels at our May meeting. 


Their first trip was in the late 1980’s when they travelled with their 
children to the Pilbara. Since then they have upgraded their equipment to a 
4WD and off road camper trailer. Since retiring, trips have become more 
frequent and further off the beaten track. 


They have travelled many of the “highways” surveyed and made by Len 
Beadell in the 1950’s while working for the Weapons Research 
Establishment at Woomera. These “highways” are often just wheel tracks. 
Travelling at low speed makes it easy to observe the vegetation and 
landforms, however identifying the plants is often difficult. They visited 
the site of an atomic bomb test where the sand had been fused into glass. 


From the Pilbara region Elizabeth showed the deep gorges in Karijini 
National Park with layered, red coloured rocks eroded into narrow gorges. 
On the Burrup Peninsula the rugged landscape in dominated by massive 
boulder-strewn ridges. Many of these rock have aboriginal petroglyphs 
(rock carvings) about 20,00 years old. It 1s the world’s largest collection of 
petroglyphs. Elizabeth and Denis later found another petroglyph site in 
Chichester National Park and a track built by Afghan cameleers to cross a 
range. Rocks had been built into walls and culverts. 


Many slides showed the things which catch a naturalist’s eye but are often 
difficult to explain. The lines formed by sand grains cemented together 
along underground ant tunnels and then the soft surface soil had been 
eroded. Pebbles were standing on pedestals of soil protected from erosion 
by the pebble. Many plants were shown including cluster fig, emu apple, 
mallee and grevilleas in flower. The yellow stems of a strange plant, 
without leaves or flowers, was seen along the Gun Barrel Highway. The 
depressions made by cars and camels in soft soil had been filled with 
oravel. 


Animals seen on their travels included camels, emu, bustard, diamond 
dove, budgerigar, a dead brolga, thorny devil lizard and an olive python. 


Elizabeth recounted some of the misadventures which had occurred. They 
had heard about a track leading up Yampire Gorge from Wittenoom so 
followed it. However it became narrower and more rugged. Turning 
around with a trailer was a challenge. Even driving steadily along outback 
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tracks causes wear and tear to shock absorbers and brakes. A rear window 
was broken by a stone bouncing off the trailer. Flat tyres and getting 
bogged also happen. 


The Thurgood’s have plans for future trips in the outback. These include 
Canning Stock Route, Simpson Desert and Gary Junction (a Len Beadell 
track). The audience appreciated the insights into outback travel which 
many off us have not experienced. 


John Gregurke 


COMMON (INDIAN) MYNA WORKSHOP 


The Common (Indian) Myna Workshop, organised by Peter Bird, 
Biosecurity SA, was attended by 5 members of Field Naturalists’ Club of 
Ballarat. Biosecurity SA is aiming to keep South Australia free of 
Common Myna. Since being introduced to Australia the Common Myna 
has invaded the eastern states and is slowly spreading west of Melbourne. 


Bull Handke, from Canberra Indian Myna Action Group gave a 
comprehensive talk on the history, ecology, impacts and control of the 
myna in Canberra. Common Myna are a threat to hollow-nesting birds 
and mammals because they drive out other birds with their aggressive 
behaviour and incessant noise. Other undesirable effects of Common 
Myna are human health risk due to mites and spreading disease through 
droppings, fire risk in building caused by nesting materials and damage to 
soft fruit in orchards. 


A volunteer trapping program has reduced the population of Common 
Myna in Canberra by about 60%. This has allowed small birds to re- 
populate Canberra gardens and rosellas to 

return to previously occupied nest sites. 7 

The population changes during the 
trapping program have been documented ~ 
in a PhD research project by an ANU 
student. Additional information can be 
obtained at the web = site 
www. indianmynaaction.org.au/ 

Other speakers outlined the legislation 
relating to mynas, animal welfare issues, euthanasia methods. The most 
humane method of euthanasia was the use of carbon monoxide poisoning 
using a small, 4-stroke petrol engine. 


During the workshop Mynascan was launched by Peter West, Invasive 
Animals CRC. This part of the feral scan www.feralscan.org.au a 
community website for citizen science. Mynascan allows anyone to map 
sightings of introduced myna birds and problems they are causing 
anywhere in Australia. As we only have occasional, isolated sightings of 
Common Myna in this area I would encourage all BOCA members to 
record myna sightings. This will enable controlled measures to by planned 
effectively. Sightings of rabbits, foxes, and camels can also be recorded. 
Pig and wild dog recording is planned in the future. 


The suggestions for action from the panel session to conclude the 
workshop included: 


e Ethical euthanasia methods will be refined. 


e Sightings of mynas to be collected so that control measures can be 
planned to prevent further invasion by mynas. 


e Trapping in established areas near fringe of distribution — Geelong, 
Bacchus Marsh, Castlemaine, Echuca areas. 


———— -_ — 


John Gregurke 


THREE INTERESTING WEBSITES 


1. http://www.ala.org.au/ 


The Atlas of Living Australia is an initiative to improve access to essential 
information on Australia’s biodiversity by providing tools for researchers 
and others to access, combine and map data on Australian species. The 
Atlas project is a partnership between the Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), the Australian natural history 
collections community and the Australian Government. 


The Atlas offers 


e A page for each Australian plant, animal and fungi with photos, 
descriptions, distribution maps and observations. 
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e Lists of scientific and common names for Australian species. 
e Identification keys and tools, 


e Information on the specimens in Australian collections at museums, 
herbaria and other institutions. 


e Mapping tools to analyse and visualise biodiversity and environmental 
data and trends. 


e Information and tools for citizen science projects. 


It is a work 1n progress. It is an opportunity for amateur naturalists to add 
observations of species seen so the data 1s accessible. 


2. http://geoffpark.wordpress.com/ 


Geoff Park, who has worked at the Creswick Landcare Centre and North 
Central CMA, has a blog called Natural Newstead. It has some interesting 
bird, plant and other natural history observations from around Newstead 
and the Moolort plains wetlands. 


3. http://www.new.dpi.vic.gov.au/agriculture/farming- 
management/climate/understanding-weather-and-climate/climatedogs 


Victoria is well known for its variable climate. From year to year, four 
global climate processes vary their behaviour, potentially resulting in 
wetter or dryer seasons. 


This site shows 4 dogs, Enso, Indy, Ridgy and Sam, rounding up clouds to 
bring rain (or send it elsewhere). They represent four climate processes 
that affect our rainfall variability across Victoria. These four sheepdogs 
love rounding up our rainfall. From a farmer's perspective when they're 
behaving they bring moisture from the oceans and allow it to fall over 
Victoria as rain, hopefully delivering the right amount at the right time. 
But they don't always work the way we'd like them to and can sometimes 
scatter the mob, effectively chasing rainfall away from Victoria. Over 
recent decades some of these dogs have changed their behaviour 
contributing to our extended dry spell and the changing weather patterns 
that many farmers have noticed. While we can’t control what these dogs 
are up to, the Bureau of Meteorology and the Victorian Department of 
Primary Industries have new and valuable tools that can assist farmers in 
keeping track of these climate dogs, helping to predict the likelihood of 
rain over the coming season, and managing climate risk. 
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Taken from DSE Inform article 10 May 2011 
PIPEWORT POPS UP AGAIN 


For a little plant, the now you see it-now you don’t Austral Pipewort 1s a 
big deal among botanists - a sort of Big Foot of flora. The rare water 
loving specimen has re-appeared after almost 20 years of being “lost” in 
wetlands. The drought breaking rainfall 1s credited with the Pipewort’s re- 
emergence; Victorian botanist John Eichler re-discovered it amid wetland 
in the Wimmera region earlier this year. 


Inspired by this discovery, Biodiversity Officer David Pitts and a party of 
field naturalists and Grampians Threatened Species Group volunteers 
found a second population in a small wetland in the Southern Grampians. 
David and Dr Noushka Reiter, from DSE Horsham, are now monitoring 
these tiny plants. 


The Pipewort can reach a maximum of nine centimetres and start to 
produce flower shoots under water. But for a plant that comes and goes, 
there’s naturally a lot left to find out about it. 


“The biology of the Pipewort 1s largely a mystery,” Dr Reiter said. “It is 
thought that their emergence is due to prolonged emersion in warming 
swamp waters.” 


The elusive Austral Pipewort was first discovered by F. Mueller in 1853; a 
second specimen was not collected until 1975. Dr Reiter said the species 
started to disappear as severe drought hit the western region in the mid- 
1990s. She hopes further monitoring of the plants will lead to a better 
understanding of the biology and requirements to help conservation and 
management. The return of rain to the Wimmera area has reinvigorated 
several rare and threatened plant species including the Wimmera 
Bottlebrush recently described and listed in Victoria as endangered. 


Elspeth Swan 


IN: 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING - MAY 6, 2011 


Opening and Apologies. The President welcomed 30 members & visitors. 
Apologies: John Mildren, John Morrish, Helen Young-Harvey, Ken Hammond, Anna 
& Chris Baulch. That the minutes be accepted: Moved:-Paul Norquay, seconded 


Laurie McBride. Carried. 


Minutes of previous meeting summarised & tabled in The Ballarat 
Naturalist. That the minutes be accepted: Moved Fran Hanrahan, 
Seconded Denis Thurgood. Carried. 


Correspondence 


Final report: VEAC Remnant Native Vegetation Investigation 

Geelong Naturalist April 2011 

Bendigo FNC Whirrakee April 2011 

CFNC: Castlemaine Naturalist, April 2011. 

FNCV: Field Nats News, May 2011. 

Landcare Autumn 2011. 

BEN Upcoming Activities. 

Reply from Tony Burke re our email of Feb 26 concerning cattle grazing in the Alpine 
National park. 

Receipt from VNPA for donation of $100. 

Australian Ecosystems — consultants — engaged by DSE to assist in collecting records 
of flora and fauna from naturalist groups in Victoria. 

Request for database of flora & fauna from Atlas of Living Australia. 

Biodiversity Across the Borders conference. The theme for 2011 1s: 
“VULNERABILITY AND RESILIENCE OF ECOSYSTEMS" The conference will 
be held at the Mt. Helen campus of the University of Ballarat - 9th June 2011. Register 
online. 

Common Myna Workshop to be held on the 3rd of May. Mid-City Motel 10am-4pm. 
Bendigo Bank Statement. 

Subs from Margaret Rotheram and gift of books about Bellarine Peninsula. 


Planning Panels Victoria: reply re Ballarat Planning Scheme amendment C138. 


OUT: Book Voucher as a gift to the auditor. 


That the correspondence be accepted: moved Claire Dalman, seconded 
Peter Dalman; Carried. 
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Reports 


Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance $5915.49 Income: $304 Expenses:$510- 
74 Closing Balance:$5708-75 moved Les Hanrahan seconded John Petheram. 
Carried. 
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Report on investing funds with Bendigo Bank. Committee decided to invest 
$3500 in Sandhurst Common Fund at 4.15%. General Meeting was advised. 


Report on Climate Change Forum — John Gregurke: Held at Technology Park, 
Mt Helen — speakers on evidence for global warming, agriculture, 
sustainability, permaculture. 


Myna Workshop - attended by John Gregurke, Carol Hall, Ken Hammond, 
Gavin Cerini and Chris Baulch. (See report, page 6) 


General Business 
Blog — current progress in discussions. 


Name Tags - new design — update using today’s technology — acknowledged 
Helen’s calligraphy in the past; coloured logo designed by David Hocking has 
been used as a letterhead/masthead for some time and is on this year’s 
electronic syllabus. Need to clearly read name of club for easy recognition at 
state and interstate meetings. 


Request for update of members’ email addresses. 
Notice that Geoff Lay will be speaking at upcoming APS meeting. 


Notice - Fri June 3 at 10am Stephen Murphy will be speaking at Lal Lal 
planting. 


Donation to the club of surplus books from Roger Thomas. 
Field Reports 


25/4 Carol Hall: Lake Wendouree - Darter in Fairyland; fox running between 
Alfred St and Olympic Rings; 26/4 along La Gerche Walk, big numbers of 
large clumps of fungi Chalciporus piperatus on various pine species. 


14/4 Mike Sorell: Dean Reservoir — female water rat 3m from shore 
swimming to nest in reeds. Roger Thomas is keen to have confirmed sightings 
of water rats in Lake Wendouree. 


25/4 Gavin Cerini: 5km south of Skipton 2 brolgas in swamp; 4km SE of 
Skipton 6 brolgas beside dam on Rokewood Rd. 


1/5 Denis Thurgood: 3 brolgas cnr. Thompson & Skipton Rd. 


25/4 Paul Norquay: Mt Egerton — flock of magpies swooping a Nankeen 
Kestrel sitting in a dead gum tree. 


Val Hocking: Greater numbers of Rainbow Lorikeets in flowering gum this 
year. 


Excursion Arrangements: Saturday 7 May: Greg Binns Lakes & Swamps 


— Clunes, Tullaroop and Talbot. Telescopes advisable, gumboots optional. 
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Syllabus Item: Desert Tracks - Denis & Elizabeth Thurgood. 
Supper 


I] 


CALENDAR 2011 


JUNE 

Fri 3 Carol Hall, Geographer/Club Member 4 Touch of Ice - Spitsbergen 
& Greenland 2010 

Sun 5 Mooramong - David Coutts, Ranger 


Tues 21 Committee Meeting, 7.30pm at John Gregurke’s 


JULY 
Fri | Stephen Carey, Lecturer/Geology Co-ordinator, Uni. of Ballarat. 
An alternative view of the Pleistocene - Megafaunal Trackways of SE 
Australia. 
Sun 3 Linton Trust for Nature Block - Les Hanrahan, Club Member 
TO NEW MEMBERS... 


It’s great to have you join us! 


Committee 

PRESTIGE, ps ncausremmnercreamenceves Ms Elspeth Swan 

Vice-President.................. Mr Greg Binns 

NECTCLALY on. ccsennevennelngeecenenne Mrs Carol Hall 

TREASUPER ss cacvetcacsennstrcivnts Mr Les Hanrahan 
Mrs Claire Dalman Mr John Gregurke..................0006 
Mr Peter Dalman ..................... Mrs Val Hocking ............ceeceeeee 
Dr Frances Hanrahan ................ Ms Nina Netherway (editor) 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary:-Carol Hall, 


Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Community>Local Clubs> Environment 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, on 
the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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